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My hearty congratulations to Nippon Badminton Association for hosting yet another edition of the YONEX
OPEN JAPAN, a tournament that many players, officials and fans look forward to each year.

Japan, I must say, is the toast of the badminton world today. In recent times Japan has captured the attention
of the world with its exploits on the court. The nation's achievements over the last few years have been
astounding: success in the World Junior Championships and BWF World Superseries; a first-ever Thomas Cup
victory; runner-up finishes in the Uber Cup and the Sudirman Cup, reflecting the all-round prowess of the
team. These are worthy feats of which all concerned should be duly delighted.

Of course we must also pay tribute to the earlier generations of Japanese women players, who won five Uber
Cup titles between 1966 and 1981. The growth of Japan as an all-round team, equally strong in the men’s
and women's events, is one of the top positive stories of recent times and it shows that with astute planning,
development and execution, the biggest prizes in badminton are not beyond Japan's reach.

All these successes would not have come without strong institutional support. Nippon Badminton Association
can be proud of its achievements.

We cannot talk of badminton and Japan without invoking a great Japanese institution, Yonex. Established in
1958 by Mr Minoru Yoneyama, the company today is a titan in the sport-equipment business. We at BWF
salute the pioneering vision and contribution of Mr Yoneyama to our sport. He certainly deserves all the
accolades which have been bestowed upon him.

Our flagship tournament circuit, the MetLife BWF World Superseries, is growing from strength to strength.
Our partnership with MetLife has developed robustly, while IMG Media has helped in our endeavour to grow
badminton across diverse platforms. BWF events now boast a global broadcast household reach of more
than 500 million and we are aiming to increase that. As we prepare for the second half of the 2015 World
Superseries season, I wish to thank all those who have accompanied us on this journey, including tournament
sponsors, member associations like Nippon Badminton, volunteers and of course our players.

Without all of you, none of what we have accomplished would be possible. Here's to countless more years of
working together to produce the best of badminton.

Poul-Erik Hoyer _/
BWF President
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It is the greatest pleasure for us to be able to hold the 34th YONEX OPEN JAPAN
2015 MetLife BWF World Superseries at Tokyo Metropolitan Gymnasium, and I
believe it is going to bring a lot of joy to all participants, organizers and fans.

A long-awaited dream for us came true; the victory of high school player, Akane
Yamaguchi in two years ago, and the victory of Ayaka Takahashi/Misaki Matsutomo
in Women's Doubles last year. It was both all Japanese affairs, however, other top
Japanese players also made the top results in other evens as well. When we look
at the results of Japanese players in other tournaments, Men's team earned the
Champion title of Thomas Cup, and Women'’s team was the runner-up in Uber Cup
last year. In this year, Japanese team won a second place in Sudirman Cup. In addition
to these good results, Kento Momota, Men's Singles player, has already won two
Superseries titles in this season. As such, recent successes of Japanese players are too
numerous to mention here. I am looking forward to seeing such high performances of
Japanese players at this tournament.

Tokyo is selected to be the Host City of Olympic Games 2020, and Rio De Janerio
Olympic is approaching within one year. I have high hopes for Japanese players to win
a medal at these Olympic Games as Japanese players also make high performances at
Junior tournaments. I have no doubt that this year's edition of YONEX OPEN JAPAN
will make everyone feel the same way as well.

It is great that many world's top players gather at this tournament. I hope that each
of them will take this as a challenge and opportunity to bring their playing skills to
the new level. I will be also happy as the organizer if this tournament becomes a place
for communication and interaction among players and all participants. For the fans, it
is truly unique opportunity to polish their playing skills. Please do not miss this great
chance to see the games and learn some tips from top players. I believe it will help to
increase the level of badminton in Japan in general.

Lastly, I would like to thank BWF, Tokyo Metropolitan Badminton Association, the
supporting companies, all volunteers who made this tournament possible.

Tamisuke WATANUKI

President, Nippon Badminton Association (NBA) {é k ‘h

It is very pleased that 34th YONEX OPEN JAPAN 2015 will be grandly held at
the Tokyo Metropolitan Gymnasium here. I would like to welcome you all from the
bottom of my heart.

In last year's tournament, the title of Women's Doubles was fought among two
Japanese pairs. In the end, Takahashi and Matsutomo pair won a stunning
victory, Maeda and Kakiiwa pair was the runner-up. They greatly delighted the
fans with their performance.

This year, Japan team won the runner-up in Sudirman Cup 2015. Recently, the
Japanese players captured a lot of attention in the recent tournaments which was
held in various parts of the world, especially, younger players, and the high level
of Japan's badminton skills have been shown to the world.

Rio de Janeiro Olympic Games will be held in the summer of 2016. Currently
many players wage a fierce battle to win the ticket to Olympics here and there
in the world. YONEX OPEN JAPAN 2015 is held in the midst of such battles,
and I look forward that the tournament grows even more exciting. In addition,
Japanese players show off the world’s top skills that they have polished in many
tournaments in front of the fans, and I expect that they surely finish with top
results.

In five years, Olympic and Paralympic Games 2020 will be held here in Tokyo. For
the junior players who train hard every day to encourage mutual improvement,
I would like them to receive a big impression from the exciting matches to be
deployed in the YONEX OPEN JAPAN 2015, and grow up as the top players who
can become the Olympians of 2020 Games.

Furthermore, Badminton becomes the official event starting from the Tokyo
Paralympic Games 2020. I am looking forward to the players and officials from
all over the world to compete. Taking this opportunity, I would like to continue
to promote and establish the environment and management system for domestic
Parabadminton.

I would like to strive further to create a social tendency or the success of the 2020
Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic, and to promote the development of the badminton
together with the badminton lovers from now on.

Finally, I would like to thank for everybody who involves in preparing the

operation of the tournament, and the related parties for your support and

5% (A

President, Tokyo Metropolitan Badminton Association

cooperation.
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Yonex is very pleased and honoured to once again act as the title sponsor for the
34th edition of YONEX OPEN JAPAN,

This year's tournament once again welcomes top talent from around the world
who have gathered to put their arduous training to the test. The heated battles
this year promises will no doubt join the ranks of the many legendary matches
that span this tournament’s storied history. This year’s competitors are sure to
exhibit fierce clashes abound with clever tactics, and it is my hope that these
extraordinary displays will lead to increased interest in the sport. Furthermore,
with the Rio Olympics being held next year, there is a great opportunity for
badminton’s appeal to spread further across the world.

There continues to be a rise in new badminton champions across several different
countries, resulting in a very positive trend that sees an increasing amount of
badminton practitioners worldwide. With the vigour and prowess held by the fine
talent competing this year, the hearts of the children watching will no doubt be
filled with dreams, hope and aspirations. It is my hope that this leads to the sport

of badminton gaining an even stronger standing in global sporting culture.

Based on our company philosophy to “contribute to the world through innovative
technology and the highest quality products,” it is our goal to allow people around
the globe to experience the high quality of the Yonex brand. Furthermore,
through our extensive support of badminton, along with sponsoring tournaments
such as this one, it is our goal to effectively communicate the thrill and appeal of
badminton globally.

I would like to extend my thanks to the Badminton World Federation, the Nippon
Badminton Association, the Tokyo Metropolitan Badminton Association, and
all the individuals who have been working tirelessly to help stage this event.

Finally, I wish all the players much success in what I am sure will be a wonderful

How 5

tournament.

Kusaki HAYASHIDA
President, YONEX Co., Ltd.

It gives me great pleasure to have the BWF World Superseries tournament
YONEX OPEN JAPAN2015 held again in Tokyo. On behalf of the people of Tokyo,
I would like to extend a heartfelt welcome to all of the athletes and offcials who

have gathered here from Japan and around the world.

It is my understanding that world-class badminton athletes will compete against
each other in this prestigious international tourment. I am certain that the high
level of skill and fierce, competitive performances displayed by the athletes will
convery the excitement and wonder of sports, and inspire us all.l hope that this
event will lead to greater popularization of the sport of badminton, while further

strengthening friendships and ties that transcend national borders.

With five years to go until Tokyo hosts the 2020 Olympic and parlayic Games,

preparations have now begun in earnest

Tokyo in fully commited to making these Games a success, and ensuring that the
Tokyo 2020 Games will be remembered by the world for years to come as the
best-ever held. For the future of Tokyo and Japan, we will also do our utmost to
create legacies befitting a mature city and pass these down to the generations to

come. Your continued support and cooperation will be most highly appreciated.

In closing, I would like to convey my respect and gratitude to everyone who has

worked so hard to make this tournament possible. I wish the athletes and the

M5 -

every success.

Yoichi MASUZOE

Governor of Tokyo
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MetLife Insurance K.K. is pleased to be the lead sponsor of “MetLife BWF World Superseries
2015" , where the “YONEX OPEN JAPAN 2015 is the seventh leg of the Superseries circuit.”
This marks our second year in a row as the lead sponsor and I would like to take this opportunity
to thank all the guests and everyone involved with this event.

Badminton is a fast, exciting sport and the technique of the players dazzle all who watch the
game. Behind the scenes, there is always constant disciplined practice by the athletes. I believe,
for athletes to outdo themselves, they must believe in themselves, keep working hard with a
sincere attitude, follow rules and put energy into their plays.

This attitude shares something in common with the approach of our business. MetLife is one of
the world's leading life insurance companies, serving 100 million customers globally with almost
150 years of history proudly providing life insurance, annuity and employee benefit services. Here
in Japan, each and every MetLife employee is committed to helping our customers be more self-
reliant and able to get more out of life. Through this game, we hope you will get to know more
about MetLife and feel more familiar with the company.

Going forward, we hope to continue to support these sporting events. We hope that through the
MetLife BWF World Superseries 2015, our customers and fans will have the opportunity to see
first class badminton players.

Sachin N. Shah

Representative Statutory Executive Officer
Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer
MetLife Japan
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